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Jambo! Z AlZHIL (Wb HIEHERE

Habari! : fAF1xE 927202 (How are you?)

Muzuri sana : JoX=7/cX ! ( very good: good very )
Asante sana: KZHVNEH ZTXWWEJ, ( thank very)
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Building on the research of
James Croll, the Serbian
mathematician Milutin
Milankovitch, began in the
1910s to embark on a series of
astronomical calculations that
demonstrated how Earth's
orbital variations play a role in
Ice Ages and other climate
variations. His theories
continue to be controversial.
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2 THE CANGES OF POLYNESIA
icarvekbuoll) canoes of Ihe lends Shown hers wers

vayagers perhags used double canoes mifer ihan the smalier
ouigoe: type pr 3
and stocked ihem with cultivated plants and domesScaied mnimals.
Those canans were able io sal inia the wind by iacking. Navigation
e on multiple cbservaiions of siar and sun positions. prevading
winds and swail drections, homing birds, and oioud parems.
Afihough many aumortien (inchuding Captain James Cook) have

skilled , saifing canoes pe
similar (o the Hawaiian double canoe. The
peoples were the ancestors of the Polynesians, andd
contributed a great deal 10 the genetic and i
heritage of the Melanesian populations in the Soles
Vanunatu, New Caledonia and Fiji

Tonga and Samoa by 1000
vast unsettled region to the cast. 11 took the Polyne
over 2000 years 1o complete their migrations
entering the Polynesian triangle, The Marquesss il
were probably settled from Samoa in around 200me, 8
after a brict pause colonists set ot for Exnster Islanll
Hawatian Islands, Tabiti and the Socicty Islands m
early-mid Ist millennium ap. New Zealund was p
the I.a\s[ major region to be reached, arcund Ap%00.l
hard 1o visualice the hardships endured by thess e
Polynesian colonists. Most settlement was intentios
and the partinlly open canoes were therefore Iades
livestock and seed plants, as well as men, women
children. It was under these conditions that the Rl
nesian settlers embarked on remarkable journeys of
1o 4000 kilometres.

Although the original Lapita colonisis were relan
homogencows in culture, language and physigue,
was not true of their descendants. Polynesians cer
retain & striking homegeneity, but Mclanesia has
sed major interaction between peoples of quite &

3 LAPITA CULTURE
Lagita colonists of I weitesn Pachic sfier 15008c have o
ohind s ity anchaaciogionl eoo.

thechart

o Feat
repord 1862, » O
from she rtan.

iloempirges of sea and istarsdy o Bormea 1o . Heghl ¢ 20m.
facemoil
ot Sanin Cru Inlnds. Lapits cufure, & 10062, wichh Sem.
& Bracatat from Torgn. Shel, chameter 105m. & Fish-Rooi #Tm the
Atwrrnsss ixtands. Posr-shel, lngm dcm.

biological and cultural origins. Furth i
Pacific istand environments are alike: the cultural ads
ations on volcanic tropical islands have often diff
from those on relatively barren atolis. The coal temp
ate climate of New Zealand imposed severe constrai
since most cultivated plants could not successfully
transplanted there, while the isolation of Easter.
provided the setting for one of the most rema
cultural epistdes in human prehistory (page 268.)

By an 1000 the Polynesians had completed an ex
dinary undertaking — reaching virtually every il
the Polynesian trangle, and permanently sertiing al
number of them. They had introduced new o
livestock, and developed mew systems of hm'u
which were sup ever-increasing p
forms of social organisation emerged as populil
increased, and by Ap 1200 the next chapter in the higs
of these fur-Mlung islands was about 1o begin: the i
the first Polynesian chicfdoms.

[Past World Atlas of Archaeology | Harper Collins (2001%F)
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